
February  

Sunday Schedule  
   Bell Tower  

February, 2007 
 

Prayer Meetings, Sunday School,  

and Worship Services  
 

   9:40 ï 10:20 Sunday School in the Lumsden Chapel 
 10:30 ï 10:50 Prayer Meeting in the Lumsden Chapel 
 11:00 ï 12:00 Worship Service in the Sanctuary 
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25 Not Enough Food;  Matthew 14:13-36 
 Too Much Water 
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Febr uary Outreach  
 

We are participating in the Regional ñSouper Bowl 
of Caringò on February 4th.  Each person is asked 
to bring non-perishable food plus $1.00 (or more) 
for a local food program.  Baskets will be placed in 
front of the communion table for the food.  Please 
place your dollars in the ñSoup Potò between the 
two baskets.  The food and dollars will be given to Sister Rosa 
Delores at Casa De La Cultura in Pajaro for distribution. 
 

Valentines for servicemen/women will be sent 
to the Veteranôs Hospital in Palo Alto this year.  
Please purchase your valentines, write a note 
and sign your name along with ñFirst Christian 
Church of Watsonvilleò and deposit them in the 
Valentine box which will be located on top of 

the piano during worship service.  Letôs beat our record of over 
300 valentines this year. 
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Mission 

Statement  
 

We, at First Christian 
Church (Disciples of 
Christ) of Watsonville, as 
part of the Church 
Universal, are committed 
to Spreading Godôs 
abounding Love, 
Proclaiming Jesus 
Christôs Message through 
the Truth of the Gospel 
by Word and Deed, and 
Spiritually Growing and 
Sharing the Gift of the 
Holy Spirit through 
Involvement and 
Interaction with the 
Diverse Community in 
which we live.  In Faith, 
Unity; In Opinions, 
Liberty; In all Things, 
Love. 
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Pastorôs Perspectiv e 
 

By Dr. Reuben Negron  
 

Iôm asked every so often by pet lovers, 
ñAre you a cat person or a dog 
person?ò Thatôs a tricky one because I 
donôt know how the answer is going to 
affect the inquirerôs perception of my 
person.  Can you believe it?  People 
can be defined by the choices they 
make when selecting a pet.  If you 
enjoy cats then you most likely have a 
certain personality with a unique taste 
for things in life.  On the other hand, if 
you are comfortable around dogs then 
you possess a different personality trait 
commonly shared with those who 
prefer canines.  I remember during my 
early childhood having a bunny for a 
pet.  I donôt know if that makes me a 
rodent person but at least this takes 
care of the cat and dog question. 
 
The same idea applies to our Christian 
journey.  We ask all sorts of questions 
concerning our personal faith.  What 
kind of Christian am I?   What Christian 
teaching do I value the most?  Am I a 
fundamentalist or a liberal, Paulinian or 
Christian, Calvinist or Arminian, 
traditionalist or contemporary, 
conservative or progressive?  Or is my 
Christian experience an ensemble of 
theological expressions?  Whatever the 
conclusion,   itôs   so   unfortunate   that  
 

 

   (Continued on Page 3) 
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In Memoriam  
 

January 5, 2007 Grace Friend        104 years 
Cards may be sent to the family c/o Gene and Shirley Friend, 
583 Tuttle Avenue, Watsonville, CA  95076. 
 

If you wish to make a donation in memory of a deceased member, 
please forward your check to the church, Attn:  Financial Secretary, or 
place it in the Sunday offering.  Be sure to write on the check in whose 
memory your donation is made.  A card acknowledging your donation 
will be sent to the family on your behalf. 
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Febr uary  Schedule  
1 African American History month begins 
 

4 Boy Scout Sunday 
 Young Adult week begins 
 ñSouperò Bowl Sunday ï Regional 
 canned food drive  and Local Food Program Donations 
 Celebrate Membersô February birthdays & anniversaries 
 

6 9 a.m. Menôs Breakfast at Normaôs 
 

8 Golden Gate to Pebble Beach Regional Ministersô meeting 
 

10 Regional Executive meeting in San Ramon 
 

11 Friendship Sunday 
 Celebrate Valentineôs Day 
 SOUP POTLUCK LUNCH 
 

14 Valentineôs Day 
 

16-17 Womenôs Spirit Retreat in Napa 
 

17-19 Feb Camp Youth Retreat ï Mt. Hermon 
 

18 Week of Compassion begins 
 SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKE LUNCH 
 4:30 p.m. Golden Gate to Pebble Beach Geographic 
  Area Meeting 
 

19 Presidents Day (holiday) 
 

20 Shrove Tuesday 
 

21 Ash Wednesday    12:15 pm Service 
 

23-24 2007 Transformation Oasis at Santa Nella 
 

Pastorôs Perspectiv e              ( continued from page 1) 
 

itôs so unfortunate that believers in Christ be defined or categorized 
along philosophical or theological lines that do not necessarily reflect 
on the person or the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 
What defines our Christian experience?  Is it our understanding of our 
faith?  Or do we measure our Christianity based on emotions and the 
mood that we are in?  Perhaps faith has become the sole expression of 
our will.  I do not pretend to have the answer that may satisfy all my 
readers but I would like to present two interesting points.  First, 
Christianity is about living out a personal transformation in which our 
values and attitudes are oriented toward doing goodness.  Our life-long 
agenda and satisfaction is to share goodness no matter the sacrifice.  
Secondly, Christianity is about participating positively in society, 
sharing the Christian cause whose purpose is to seek the restoration 
and healing of the world.  I believe this to be an uplifting worldview; it is 
a divine proposal presented to all people through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ.  If we were to summarize Jesusô worldview 
in one word, it would be love. 
 
So, what defines our Christian faith?  I strongly believe love defines our 
faith and keeps it alive in our Christian journey.  Defining our faith 
based solely on theological or philosophical persuasions is not nearly 
enough to meet the demands of Christôs vision.  It doesnôt matter what 
your church affiliation is if love is not in the mix we are as good as 
dead; our worship is dead, our fellowships are dead, our proclamation 
is dead.  I think Paul, the apostle, got it right when he wrote I 
Corinthians chapter 13.  Without love we are dead to God, to 
ourselves, and everyone around us.  Love creates the conditions for life 
to bloom.  Without love we cannot define the Christian experience; it 
becomes virtually impossible to actively articulate the faith in our daily 
lives.   
 
If someone were to ask, what defines my Christian faith?  I hope to 
respond through my words and actions, the love of God in my life. 
 
May Love Rule! 
   
 
     In Christ, 
 

     Reuben  
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